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government was Lieut.-General Kurt von
Schleicher, Defence Minister. Hitler had not
sought the post of chancellor since he knew
that he could not yet command a Reichstag
majority. The Reichstag was dissolved by a
decree of the President, and a general election
was set for July 31.

From the report of the Young Plan Advis-
ory Committee in December, 1931? in Basle,
and from other evidence it was apparent that
Germany could no longer bear the burden of
reparations. Hence, on July 9 at Lausanne the
SToung Plan was superseded by an obligation
involving $714,000,000, which Germany
agreed to deliver to the Bank for Internation-
al Settlements in 5 per cent, redeemable bonds.
But Great Britain, France, Italy, and Belgium
signed a 'Gentlemen's Agreement' the same
day, making ratification of this reduction of
Germany's obligation dependent on a reduc-
tion of their war debts due to the United
States. As a result of political disorders which
preceded the election of July 31, involving
fights between Nazis and Communists, Pres-
ident von Hindenburg re-imposed the ban
(raised by von Papen) on brown shirt dem-
onstrations and on July 20 appointed the
Chancellor as Federal Commissioner of Prus-
sia. The latter thereupon ousted the Prussian
Premier and the Minister of the Interior. The
President also imposed a military rule on Ber-
lin and the Province of Brandenburg.

In the election the Nazis nearly doubled
their popular vote, winning 230 seats in the
Reichstag, or 37 per cent, of the total num-
ber, but still falling short of a majority, even
with Nationalist support. The Nazis imme-
diately demanded that Hitler, as head of the
largest party, be made chancellor. On August
13 von Hindenburg offered Hitler and some of
his followers posts in a coalition cabinet to be
headed by von Papen. Hitler refused, demand-
ing instead the entire executive power, which
the old President sternly refused. In Septem-
ber, in accord with its nationalistic policy, the
Hindenburg-Papen-Schleicher go v e r n-
ment, dissatisfied with responses to Germany's
demand for armaments equality, announced
Germany's withdrawal from the Disarmament
Conference. At the same time it expressed the
hope of securing treaty revision and the return
of the land and colonies lost during the World
War. Construction of the third 'pocket bat-
tleship* permitted Germany under the Ver-
sailles Treaty was ordered to be begun and the
creation of twenty military sport camps (ex-
pected to enroll 300,000 young Germans) was
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decreed, although these were not sanctioned
by the treaty.
In the Reichstag elections of November 6
the Nazis lost about 2,000,000 of the votes
they had polled in July, and 35 Reichstag
seats. No party or coalition secured a major-
ity. Since von Papen was unable to win sup-
port for a 'cabinet of national concentration'
von Hindenburg on November 19 asked Hit-
ler to attempt this. The Nazi leader, unable
to overcome party and personal antagonism,
asked to be made Chancellor of a presidential
cabinet able to rule by decrees in defiance of
the Reichstag. The President thereupon im-
posed conditions which Hitler refused. On
December 2 von Hindenburg appointed
Lieut.-General von Schleicher, who retained
the Defence portfolio and continued as Fed-
eral Commissioner of Prussia. He announced
his policy as substantially the same as von
Papen's, its chief item the creation of work.
In session December 6-p, the Reichstag
amended Article 51 of the Constitution, pro-
viding that the duties of the President, if he
were disabled, be assumed by the president of
the Supreme Court instead of by the chancel-
lor. This removed a probable objection of von
Hindenburg's to Hitler's becoming chancellor.
Von Schleicher resigned on Jan. 28, 1933, fail-
ing to receive a presidential decree for the dis-
solution of the Reichstag. On January 30 von
Hindenburg, on Papen's advice, made Hitler
Chancellor. The Nazi leader came to power,
however, on nothing like the terms he had at
first demanded. Expected to be a check on
him was the appointment of Papen as Vice-
Chancellor and Federal Commissioner of
Prussia; of two Nationalist leaders, Alfred
Hugenberg and Franz Seldte; and of four
prominent members of the preceding cabinet.
With von Hindenburg's permission Hitler dis-
solved the Reichstag on February i. By
strong-arm suppression of all demonstrations
by opposing parties the Nazis made striking
advances in the March 5 election, winning
about 17,300,000 votes and 288 seats (a gain
of 92), or 44 per cent, of the Reichstag seats.
This, coupled with the 8 per cent, representa-
tion of the Nationalists, gave the government
bloc a majority.
Charging that a fire in the Reichstag build-
ing had been started by Communists, the
Nazis assumed dictatorial powers to cope with
the alleged emergency. It was widely charged
that this fire had been ordered set by Nazi
leaders for political reasons. Later in the
year, when the five men accused were brought